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In the name of Jesus Christ I greet you alll Be blessed to serve the Living God.

As these articles come around each month it is sometimes difficult to know what to write. As Dr.

Abbott were talking he told me about his article and we agreed that, if I wrote as did he, it might give you all
something to laugh at. I normally try and offer some spiritual insights; these atre just excerpts from ministry. I
hope you get a laugh!

We had moved to our first church. The parsonage had the carpet that had been there for 15 years. It was
green, gold and brown very long shag carpet. As we moved in we noticed in one room there was a hardwood
floor. We asked if there was hardwood under the carpet. Sure enough there was, and within a week the floor
had been buffed and looked great. Well, there was a lot of carpet left and the orange and green pastor’s office
(ves, orange and green) was now painted tan, but had a floor that was dark brown, broken, asbestos tile. I re-
luctantly asked if a section of the carpet could be used to cover it? So, then the pastor’s office had carpet for
the first time. Green, gold and brown very long shag, but it had carpet. We were then visited by youth that
were a part of the church’s youth group we had just left. One of the gitls visiting, whose name was Dee Dee,
walked into my office, took one look at the carpet and said: “You could lose a pizza on this thing!”

At this same church (Grant Line UMC, New Albany) we had two of our children. Our daughter Niki was
quite young, about 2 1/2. In the evenings I often cared for our children because Julie worked at Methodist
Hospital in Louisville, 2d shift. Somehow after her bath, Niki got out the parsonage’s side door, which was 50
feet from the main church entrance doors, and by the time I caught her she was running down the aisle in the
sanctuary. Buck naked. The choir was practicing.

I was a youth leader at a Disciples of Christ church in Harrodsburg, Kentucky. We had taken the youth
group to Chicago for a fun trip. Neatly all of them had never been to a bigger city than Louisville. Through a
series of jump on and jump off rides on the “L” train we were unfortunately headed straight out to the infa-
mous West side of Chicago where gangs ruled the streets. These kids were nearly all wearing the “preppy”
colors of the early 80s: very bright pastels, plaid, etc. We were sorely out of place. A lady boarded the L and sat
down next to me. She asked if I was with this group of kids. “Yes, why do you askr” was my response. She
said, “They look like a moving target.” I asked, “What should we do?” “Two things,” she said, “there are two
more stops, then get out and change over and go back to the city. And, if someone gets on this train wearing a
colored bandana, whatever your kids do, do not look him in the eye. You will probably get robbed if they do.”
She got off, and as soon as the door closed, since we were the only people on that car, I stood up and loudly
gave those instructions. At the next to the last stop, a gang member with his “colors” (bandana) boarded the
train. Honestly, even though I had just said DO NOT LOOK AT HIS FACE OR IN HIS EYES|, every last
one of them turned their necks to stare at the man with the bandanal! I thought we were all going to die! By
God’s grace we survived without incident.

On the same trip (above) we visited the museum of Science and Industry. A girl in our youth group had
kind of attached herself to me and really thought I knew everything. She was constantly asking me questions. I
was getting a little perturbed with it all, and of course, she asked me as soon as we stepped in the building:
“Dan, where’s the restroom?” (this has to be said in an extremely southern drawl to sound authentic.) We had
just arrived, I was responsible for over 20 people, it was like a mad-house in the place and I did not even have
my bearings yet. Besides, I had NO CLUE where the restrooms were. I thought, “#his will keep her from asking
those questions?” So, out of orneriness I said, “Take the stairs to the basement over there, when you get to the
bottom of the steps, go to the third door on the right.” Off she went. I laughed thinking I would have to go
find her. She came back in a couple of minutes, walked right up to me and said: “Dan, how did you know
where the restroom was?” UUUUGGHHHH!

I served Faith-Trinity UMC in Richmond. Every time it rained heavy there were 5 or more inches of water
in the gravel parking lot. It kept people away on Sundays. I knew we had to pave the lot. We had started a fund
working toward the $12,000.00 needed. One day a man who was in dirty overalls came into my office. He said
he had an offer to make me. We walked outside and sitting in the parking lot were three dump trucks full with
hot mix (the working name for asphalt). He actually told me that he was able to get this hot mix from the
“plant” at an extremely reduced rate. He started at $9,000.00 and worked himself down to $7,000.00. This was
nearly half the quote, and an attractive price. I was still young and maybe a little gullible, but noticed there was
no roller to smooth it out. He said that it “would come later.” He also informed me that he would not be able
to provide a receipt and that I would have to pay in cash. We talked further and he actually told me that his
brother-in-law was splitting this with him “on the side!” He said he needed to “move it quickly.” He was trying

to sell me HOT (stolen) hot mix!! We waited and paid $12,000.00! ﬁ&’u
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Dear CUMC,

The Perry Township 4-H would like
to thank you for allowing our youth
program in Perry Township to use
your wonderful church for our 4-H
workshops, meetings and our up com-

ing 4-H awards banquet.

Thank you for your support to the
Perry Township community, especial-

ly the 4-H members and their families.

Perry Township 4-H Advisory Board

Ty

To my family of friends at CUMC,

I want to thank you for the prayers,
cards and love that has come from all of

you.

I also want to thanks you for the beauti-
ful prayer shawl. It has given me a lot of

comfort.

Thank you again. It was through those
prayers that I have been healed.

Praise the Lord!
Love,

Bonnie & Gary Atnip
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Dear Church Family,

I would live to thank the church family
for all the prayers, cards, calls and every-
one’s concerns during my surgically pro-

cedure for my cancer.

I would like to thank the “Ladies Chris-
tian Prayer Group” and Dan for their

concerns and calls.
Without prayers you have nothing.

In His Name,

Melanie Armstrong X
W /,'J

To CUMC,

You are invited to an Open House
for mary Jane Cook! Celebrating her
90th birthday in the Great Hall at
CUMC.

Saturday, October 8, 2011, from 1:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Please no gifts.

Mary Jane Cook



The Romanticism of being a Pastor?

By Dr. J. D. Abbott, Jr.

LeAnn and I often recall some of the humorous moments in our ministry lives! These are not negative to us in any way;
however, they could be listed under “What Seminary never taught me!” I hope you see the humor in these remembrances
as LeAnn and I do!

Our first church was Palmyra United Methodist. The town boasted 1100 residents and during our ministry there (12
years) the church grew from 33 to over 200 in a town of 1100! God truly blessed us there and we still hold these people
close to our hearts.

My first Sunday as pastor, I asked one of the ushers to pray over the offering. He said, “No! I collected it you can pray
for it!” Also on the first Sunday there were ten or twelve people in Sunday school and four of them had my last name! The
choir director and pianist is a very dear friend and we still communicate by snail mail. She informed me that I should not
visit her husband because he did not like preachers. So, I visited him. We became very close friends and I don’t think he
missed more then one Sunday after he started coming to church.

On our moving in to the Palmyra parsonage day, LeAnn turned the water on in the kitchen and all of the pipes fell out
under the sink. It sort of hit us...what we were leaving behind to enter the ministry! We needed to finish the basement of
the parsonage so that we had enough room for our family. Some of our friends from before ministry came to help us with
this project. After a few weeks of work some of the church members wanted to come and see what we had done and were
doing. Sunday after church they came over, we went down stairs to find that the basement had about 6 inches of water in
it. We soon discovered that the sump pump was hooked up to the light switch and some one had switched the light off!

A former pastor of the church lived right across the street from us and he no longer went to church. He was angry at
God because his wife had recently died from cancer. He decided that LeAnn and I needed a garden so he planted 83 toma-
to plants in our side yard. Yes, I said 83 tomato plants.

There were some real and wonderful characters in Palmyra United Methodist Church. One couple had a young son,
about 10! He always walked real fast and with his head down, eyes focused on the floor. One Sunday during my sermon he
decided he needed to go to the restroom. With his head down, eyes on the floor walking very fast, he crashed into the
closed door with a loud thud. Unhurt, he proceeded out of the door and closed it with a slam equal to the thud.

There was a house in Palmyra that was home to several severely disabled ladies. They came to church just about every
Sunday and were prone to interesting and timely out bursts. One communion Sunday I decided that I was going to try to let
the people see or taste, how bitter the death of Jesus was. I purchased some pumpernickel bread for communion. By itself
it was fine, but when you dipped it in the grape juice it became very bitter. Wouldn’t you know it...the ladies from the
home were first in line. One of them took the bread from me, dipped it in the juice and put it in her mouth, promptly spit-
ting it out, and in a loud voice said, “YUK!”

There was one couple that came every Sunday and after church they would come up to me and tell me everything that
was wrong in their lives. This went on for well over a year. I decided to try a new approach so I told them that next Sunday
when they came to talk to me [ wanted a list from them of all the good things they had experienced first, then they could
give me their litany of woes. They never brought me another list of problems, but neither did they bring a list of positives.
I could have easily made a list specific to them of ten really good things that they had to be happy about, but they could not
see even one!

Some quotes I have heard since becoming a pastor includes:

1. You only work one day a week!

2. We don’t need to do work for the church; you are paid to do it!

3. Thave figured out how much time I can devote to being a volunteer and there is just no time left to work in the
church!

4. Tjustdon’t believe in the Bible as much as you do!

5. If God doesn’t like the fact I am having an affair He will just have to get over it! After all I deserve to be happy
too!

6. You preachers just sell fire insurance!

7. There are no pastors on the face of the earth that deserve more than $10,000.00 a year! (At the time my salary was
$6500.00 per year!)

8. You need to move back to the city because you don’t have enough common sense to live in the country!

9. How can you drive a pick-up truck in a funeral procession? I responded: “Put it in first gear, gently let out the
clutch and move forward slowly!”

10. During a baptism service in the Blue River, a water snake swam towards us as we were getting ready to immerse a
young lady. Some hysterical woman on the bank yelled “snake, snake” we really had a hard time getting the young
lady under water. When we let her up she sputtered and then said... “Did you see the snake?” I said that I had and
she was really upset.

So, do you think that being a pastor is romantic? Why do Dan and I continue to do it? It’s simple really...God called us
to the ministry and has not released us from that call! It is not a job it is a calling. We cannot do ministry on our own but
must be empowered by the Holy Spirit! The same Holy Spirit can empower you to be bold witnesses for Jesus in your
home, workplace, and play place! Let’s become workers together in God’s kingdom not for our glory but for his alone!



Youth Stuff

Up Coming Events

Oct 15™- High School Fire Pit

and Movie night at Cheryl's 6pm
-2?

Oct 23" - 5pm Blue about Hun-
grier All Youth Worship

Oct 27™- HS take a break at
Steak and Shake

Oct 30™- All Youth Colts Party
at Cheryl's House

Nov 5™- HS trip to Rock and
Worship Road Show

Nov 18™M-19™- 30 hour Famine

Sunday Schedule:
Middle School Youth 5pm-6pm
High School Youth 6pm-8pm

November 18th and 19th

The CUMC Youth will once again be participating in
the 30 Hour Famine
Last year we raised enough money to feed 11 children
for an entire year. I will once again be challenging each
of the youth to get 12 sponsors with a $30 one time
gift. I hope we will be able to feed even more this year.

22,000 children die EVERYday from poverty related
deaths.

God is bigger than hunger

You see, there is enough food in the world. But
there’s also injustice, because that food is not equally
available — even when people work hard for it. The
poor need an advocate — someone who is willing to
rise up, speak out, and serve the hungry. That’s where
we come in. Together, our voices and actions can make
a difference. And that’s why we go hungry ... so others
don’t have to. (WorldVision)

Oct 23+
We will have an All Youth Worship service Called:

BLUE ABOUT HUNGER!!
The youth will get their 30 hour famine packets that
evening and the service will focus on raising awareness.

We are

SMU RF’N G out hunger!!!




WHAT'S HAPPENING IN{ G
.

( This month we will be talking about Creativity. \

As we head into fall I am reminded just how creative our God is. Our God didn’t just create green trees and
plants and stop there. He used His creativity to give us seasons. And fall is certainly one of the most creative
seasons we experience. God used His paint brush to color the trees with many bright and beautiful colors. He
gave us orange pumpkins, multicolored mums and gourds to decorate the earth.

Don’t let October slip by without looking at the creative artwork all around youl!!!

Love, Cheryl

This month in God’s Kids we will think about how:

God is creative and exemplifies it.

God uses that creativity in us to influence our families, friends, and neighbors.

q‘! God instills creativity in us as He shapes us to be more like Him.

Remember: A virtue is something God does in us to change the world around us.(252 Basics)
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http://www.courageousthemovie.com/

Pen Prayer Group: We will meet every 2nd and 4th Mon-
day of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the church library. We wel-
come and encourage anyone who would like to join us in

What To Pray

Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) placed these prayers in

prayer as we pray for our church, community, country, world her “Book of God's Mercies.”

concerns and our youth’s, families’, and friends’ needs.

Please consider being a part of this intercessory ministry. If Oh my Lord, since it scems you ate determined to
you have any questions please call Rita Crose at 888-0859 save me, I ask that you may do so quickly. And

or CCII'0|Y|] Winters at 784-3590. since you have decided to dwell within me, I ask

that you clean your house, wiping away all the grime

of sin.

Although I have often abandoned you, O Lotd, you
have never abandoned me. Your hand of love is
always outstretched towards me, even when I stub-
bornly look the other way. And your gentle voice

constantly calls me, even when I obstinately refuse

to listen.

Open Prayer Group:
2011 Fall Calendar Schedule

October 10

October 24

November 14

November 28

December 12

The 2012 schedule will be listed in the
December Centerview

pdating Our Database: We are working on updating our database, so if you have moved, have a change of
address, new phone number or your email address has changed or you just got an email address please emull
Barb at info@center-umc.org with your changes.

: You can also make a note of those changes on the “Attendance Registration” form on Sunday mornings.

: Thanks for you help in updating our records!
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. E October 12 Tour & Lunch, Lucille Raines

[ ] [ ]

: : November 5 Chicken Noodle Dinner, Auction
. : & Bake Sale

E United Methodist Women E November 9 | 9:30 am [ Linda Rosebrock Thank Program

E 2011 Meeting Schedule E December 14 | 11:00 am | Shirley Kennedy Christmas Luncheon
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NOVEMBER 5, 2011

UMW
CHICKEN NOODLE DINNER

SILENT AUCTION
BAKE SALE

BAKE SALE 5:00
SILENT AUCTION 5:00 to 7:45
DINNER 6:00
PRICES $8.50 Adults

Reservations go on sale
October 2, 2011
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August 31 Financial

. Statement

§Center Uni ted Met hodi st
E& The Living Wel
General Fund:
Beginning Balance......coooiiiid
I N C O ME (o
gExpenses ...................... 3.4.,..0.2.1....0.
gGeneraI Fund Bal ance.......
§Tota| Designated Funds
gPayroII Taxes Payabl e....|
gTotaI Funds .o

: Checki

Extra principal paid on building fund:
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Great Hall West Epler
January.....eeeeenenenens $0.00 $0.00
FEBIUAIY.eveveereressssseenseeeren $400.00 $ 782.00
NV Y7 | $280.00 $ 640.00
ADFilcverereereeeesessssessessessens $210.00 $ 140.00
Y EX $480.00 $ 861.92
ER 17 S $450.00 $ 200.00
JUN ereeeeeeeeeesessessssens $200.00 $2,290.00
L AUBUSE s $300.00  $ 375.00
Mortgage Balance...... $71,293.20 $72,960.04

Ct

ng Account Bal ance...
: Money Market Account ........
§Tota| Bank Balances .................




October Sermon Planning

7 Part Series: Startled With The Truth of the Gospel. This series will look at some of

hard teachings that come to us as we study the teachings of Jesus.
October (2/9/16/23/30)

World Communion, October 2

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 25:1-5
Second Scripture Reading: Isaiah 48:9-20
Sermon Scripture: Luke 21:18-25

Sermon: Discipleship & Its Demands

October 9

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 63:1-5
Second Scripture Reading: Isaiah 43:1-11
Sermon Scripture: Matthew 5:39-44

Sermon: Love & Its Expectations

October 16

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Jonah 2:5-9
Second Scripture Reading: II Corinthians 4:4-16
Sermon Scripture: Matthew 19:20-26

Sermon: Grace & Its Limitations

October 23

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Scriptures: Psalm 50:1-6
Second Scripture Reading: Ezekiel 7:1-13
Sermon Scripture: Revelation 14:6-20

Sermon: Judgment & Its Finality

October 30

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 19:1-5
Second Scripture Reading: Isaiah 65:16-25
Sermon Scripture: Revelation 21:9-27

Sermon: Heaven & Its Glory



November Sermon Planning

A 3 Part Finance Series: The Measure of Our Faith. A glimpse of how we exercise
our trust and faith in God and how our giving reflects faith/lack of it. November
(6/13/20)

All Saints’ Sunday, November 6 (Communion)

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Habakkuk 2:1-4
Second Scripture Reading: Genesis 12:1-8
Sermon Scripture: Luke 17:1-6

Sermon: Mountain Moving Faith

November 13

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 43
Second Scripture Reading: I Kings 18:19-39
Sermon Scripture: Exodus 24:1-13

Sermon: Mountain Climbing Faith

November 20

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 65:2-7
Second Scripture Reading: Matthew 14:14-32
Sermon Scripture: I Kings 17:1-16

Sermon: Mountain Claiming Faith

4 Part Advent Series: Interpreting the Signs. What are we looking for as signs from
God, and what does the Nativity story tell us about God? November (27) December

(4/11/18)

November 27

Scriptures:
Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 78:38-43
Second Scripture Reading: Isaiah 7:6-15
Sermon Scripture: Matthew 2:1-10

Sermon: What Is The Star?



HIM Ministry-Daily Lunch Program Temporarily Discontinued;

In case you had not heard we have discontinued the sandwich preparation and lunch distribution program which was being delivered
out of the AT & T building. This program came to an end at the end of July when AT & T decided they had other uses for the room in
which we stored supplies and assembled lunches for distribution. We would like to thank all of the folks that donated lunch meat,
cheese singles, bottled water and tons of peanut butter & jelly throughout over a 5 year period. Literally thousands of lunches were
served (75 per day/5 days a wk.) and we can't help but think that we made a huge difference to many needy folks. Also a "BIG" Thank
You to all of you helped prepare the sandwiches or lunches, those who delivered them to the AT & T bldg., those who walked the route
to distribute the sandwiches, donated money to pay for supplies and prayed for this ministry.

We hope to find a new location and re-establish the program in the future. However, for now we do not need any donations of
lunch meat, cheese, peanut butter & jelly or bottled water. Please channel these items to a food pantry in your area whose shelves are
bare due to current demands.

Charity Yard Sale-Great Success

Thank you to all how donated items, helped with set up/tear down ot shopped to support this cause. We wete able to raise $1216 which
goes directly to the HIM Ministry/Centered Around Christ to pay for supplies used at the Hot Meal and/or for items distributed at

the Clothing Give-A-Ways such as Health Kit Items, new socks and underwear. Please be saving items for our next yard sale which will
be the 2nd weekend of May. 2012. If you need items picked up please call Julie at 354-6043 or James at 987-2958.

Health Kits Items Needed Year Round:

Each kit contains a (new) washcloth, comb, shampoo, conditioner, bar of soap or body wash, toothbrush, toothpaste, pkg. of Kleenex,
hand lotion, Band-Aid, Q-Tip, razor and note card with a prayer on it. We distribute over 100 of these kits per month and depend on
your donations of motel or travel size items. We always run short of Kleenex (9 pkg. available at the Dollar Tree for $1) and tooth-
brushes and travel size toothpaste (ask for donations next time you visit your dentist). We also distribute & need "full size" deodorant,
shaving cream and Chap Stick. Also needed are men, women and kids new socks and underwear. We are a 501 (C) (3) non-profit organ-

ization so all donations are tax deductible. Questions call Julie at e-mail her at j-raasch@sbcglobal.net or at 354-6043 ot 294-7170

Thank you from Centered Around Christ

Thank you to everyone who participated in Centered Around Christ's recent fundraising programs. We received $103 from
Dine Out to Donate at Chick-fil-A and $175 from Macy's Shop for a Cause. The proceeds from these events will benefit our
homeless ministry.
Carson's Community Day Fundraiser

From now through November 12, Centeted Around Christ (CAC) is partnering with Carson's through the sale of coupon
booklets. With 100% of the booklet sales benefiting CAC, you can feel good about going shopping and great about giving back!

This valuable coupon booklet can be purchased for just $5 each and is good toward great merchandise at the Carson's

store (Circle Center Mall) or online during the special Two Day Community Day Sale on November 11 & 12.

The Community Day booklet is filled with great savings coupons and exclusive offers-valued at more than $200!
Take advantage of:

T 1-$10off coupon on a $10 or more item.
9 1-20%%* off shopping pass — use the pass over and over *some exclusions apply
9 1-30% Early bird coupon, valid Saturday only from 6am-10am

9 11- Bonus buys
f 2-Web Exclusive Offers

We will be selling coupon booklets after services on Sundays beginning in October. An order form is also attached for your
use. If you are interested in helping by selling booklets to your friends, relatives, co-workers, neighbors, etc. please contact
Vicki Rady on 881-8720.

Texas Roadhouse Gift Cards Fundraiser

From now through the December 1, Centered Around Christ (CAC) will be taking orders for Texas Roadhouse Gift Cards in

$15, $25 and $50 denominations. CAC will receive 10% from the proceeds of the sale of the gift cards. We will be available to
take orders after services on Sundays beginning in October. An order form is also attached for your use. If you are interested
in helping by taking orders for the gift cards from your friends, relatives, co-workers, neighbors, etc. please contact Vicki Rady
on 881-8720. Texas Roadhouse in Greenwood (on SR135) is offering a dinner for four to the top seller (minimum of $250 in


mailto:j-raasch@sbcglobal.net

TEXAS ROADHOUSE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM

Name

Address

Telephone #

Number of Gift Cards $15 $25 $50 Total Amount Due §

Please return order form and check made payable to Centered Around Christ to the Church Office
If you have any questions, please contact Vicki Rady on 881-8720.
Thank you!

CARSON'S COMMUNITY DAY COUPON BOOKLET ORDER FORM

Name

Address

Telephone #

Number of coupons booklets (@$5 Total Amount Due §

Please return order form and check made payable to Centered Around Christ to the Church Office.
If you have any questions, please contact Vicki Rady on 881-8720.
Thank you!
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Traditional Worship
in the Sanctuary
9:00 a.m.

The Living Well
Contemporary Worship
in the Great Hall
1115 a.m.
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November 5, 2011

UMW to Host: Annual Chicken Noodle
Dinner, Silent Auction and Bake Sale

See inside announcements for further details!




