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Worship Times 
 

Traditional Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Contemporary  
(Great Hall) 
11:15 a.m. 

 

Sunday School 
10:15-11:05 a.m. 

 
 

Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m.. - 3:45 p.m. 

 
Friday 

8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

Prayer Request 
Line: 

317-221-3607 
 

Office Phone: 
317-784-1101 

 

Fax: 
317-784-1127 

 

Website: 
www.center-umc.org 

 

Office E-mail: 
info@center-umc.org 

 

 

5445 Bluff Road, Indianapolis, IN 46217 

www.center-umc.org 

info@center-umc.org 

317-784-1101 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I greet you in the name of the One whose birth we await, and yet whose life and death we claim 

because of His resurrection – Jesus Christ! 

I think most of us would agree that our celebrations with family and friends throughout the 

Christmas season often go over the top. Our cultural practices border on everything from silly to 

idolatry.  Santa Claus and gift giving takes center stage, dinner parties and concerts fill our time, 

some helpful for reflection, many not so.  At the time of this writing I have already heard on the 

news about the hours certain stores will have on “Black Friday” so that we can all be poised to 

rush headlong into the madness.  

Most of us have seen pictures of literal mobs pushing and shoving their way into stores to get 

some article of clothing, or the toy of the year, or some discounted electronic must-have-device, 

etc.  I hope when you see that you shake your head along with me and grieve for what Christmas 

has become. The noise, the clamor, the sales, the hype all contribute to creating a further distance 

from the true meaning of this holy day. 

God did advertise. We might consider it a pretty big ad campaign, but all things being equal, it 

was a very, very targeted approach. There were a few shepherds, a fairly young girl named Mary, 

her fiancée named Joseph, her cousin Elizabeth and her family (husband Zechariah the priest) 

and some astrologists (Magi or wisemen) likely from the area of Babylon or such. The angels 

greeted these folks but did not address the greater masses. In fact, the gifts brought by the Magi 

did not come from a special sale.  I am going to guess if we really studied hard we would find that 

in some sense they re-gifted those items. They likely came from things they already owned which 

made the gifts personal. Not that this matters, but how likely does one go buy gold to give it 

away? What made it valuable was that it had already cost the owner quite a bit to possess it. The 

fragrances/spices, myrrh and frankincense, may have come from a personal supply, because a 

truly valuable gift often comes with emotional attachment.  We may not know this for sure, but 

we do know none of those items were purchased at a Black Friday sale.  

There are some minor similarities to that first Christmas.  People were busy and walked right by 

the Christ. People had an agenda other than God’s agenda and missed what He had for them. In 

their case (people of Bethlehem) it was because of a census – it had to do with being counted. 

Today, people are too busy counting the gifts they have purchased and who they are for. Count-

ing was involved then, and counting is involved now. The problem then and now: we are often 

too busy to be involved with what really counts. 

We have some opportunities to help you keep focused through this season; these are to help keep 
before you that which really counts. And some stores have decided Black Friday has been moved 
to Thanksgiving day.  

 Christmas Caroling to the Shut-ins, December 4th, 1:00 

 Jesus Keeps Me Singing, December 10th, 7:00 PM (joint choirs singing Christmas 

hymns and songs) 

 Christmas Eve Worship 4:30 (Great Hall) and 11:00 (Sanctuary). 

 Christmas Day Worship 10:00 A.M. (one service in the Sanctuary, no Sunday School). 

Love, 

Kimberly & Phillip Barnhart 
7641 Sergi Canyon Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46217 
 

Wayne Williams 

3901 Mistletoe Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 
 

Cheryl & Steve Abner 

947 Silver Creek Way 
Greenwood, IN 46142 
 

Michelle & Dennis Johnson 

145 Monticello Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46217 
 

Dorothy Jackson 

7334 Registry Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46217 
 

Lorna Bishop 
3767 South State Ave. Apt. 116 
Indianapolis, IN 46227 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor 

Daniel Rasmussen 

 

Pastor of Prayer 

and Discipleship 

Dr. John Abbott, Jr. 

 

Custodian 

Ed Parr 
 

Music Director 

Bruce Haddix 
 

Nursery Coordinator 

Vanessia Carnes 
 

Office Manager 

Barb Sibbing 
 

Organist 

Ann Haddix 
 

Praise and  

Worship Leader 

 Doug Olson 
 

Youth Ministries  

Director 

Cheryl Adamson 

 

Sound Tech 

The Living Well 

Doug Harris 
 

Treasurer 

Ken Parks 
 

Wedding Director 

Clance LaTurner 
 

Wedding Advisor 

Alissa Newhouse 
 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

15th of the Month 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

Wednesday’s 

To CUMC: CUMC New Members 

Alexander Christopher Russell Grider,  
Baptized on 11/13/11, born, 9/13/11 to  
Jeremiah & Karen Grider, and big sister  
Abigail… 
6416 Whitaker Farms Dr. 
Indianapolis., IN 46237 

CUMC Baptism  

To CUMC, 

Dear CUMC, 

Thank you very much for the prayer 
shawl you made me. Thank you also for 
all your prayers on ours and  
Joshua’s behalf. He’s doing ok 
but keep praying as the medi-
cine he’s on has a side effect 
of shutting down his kidneys. 
Thanks again, Sally & Eric 

I would like to publically acknowledge and 
thank the angel or angels that walk among 
the members at CUMC. Someone got a 
nudge from God and listened and acted 
on Sunday (11/6/11) and affirmed my 
faith that God is taking care of me. 
After moving here and being unemployed 
for over 6 months my cash flow was dwin-
dling and thanks to an anonymous enve-
lope that was handed to me I went to the 
grocery and have a bit of room to breathe. 
I prayed God would bless you for your 
generous and obedience. Thank you seems 
an understatement but  
“Thank You” just the same. 
Kim Burch 

To CUMC, 

The United Methodist Women would like to 
thank you all for the success of the annual 
chicken Noodle Dinner, Silent Auction and 
Bake Sale. 
We made $3,7450.00 which will be used to fun 
our missions program. We couldn’t have done 
it without all of your donations and attendance 
of the events. 
Thank you and God Bless! 

Welcome  

New Members! 

It’s A Boy! 

Eben & Karen True, are 

proud parents to Isaiah Ben-

jamin True. Born 11/9/11, 

is healthy and happy, 8 lbs. 6 

ozs., 19.75” arrived at 6:43 

a.m. Central. 

Thank you all very much for being so 
kind and helpful with using your hall, for 
our annual banquet. It was a great ending 
to our successful season! 
The Perry Meridian High School  
Volleyball Teams and parents! 

Sympathies 

~to Debbie Smith and family on the passing 

of her mother Sherry France on November 

13, 2011. Debbie’s address: 1227 Passage 

Way, Plainfield, IN 46168 

~to Sharon Raley and family on the passing 

of her mother Mary Jane McVey  on Novem-

ber 13, 2011. Sharon’s address: 622 Edwards 

Ave., Beech Grove, IN 46107  



I Must Be Out of My Mind 
Part II 

Dr. J. D. Abbott, Jr. 
 

I must be out of my mind to expect people to follow simple instructions even though God 
expects it when His Holy Word says: Acts 2:38 “And Peter said to them,  
Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the  
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  Now those 
are simple instructions…right? 
 

I must be out of my mind to expect all church members to take time to encourage people 
as they are out and about in this world where people are filled with despair, grief, frustra-
tion, anger, discouragement, and loss of hope. A smile and a kind word go a long way to 
lifting someone’s heavy burden. Let’s look for these opportunities in the Grocery store, 
Pharmacy, restaurant, Convenience store, Gas station, wherever you happen to be.  
 

I must be out of my mind to expect the greeters at church to be as friendly to strangers as 
the greeters at Logan’s Restaurant are. They always seem to be so glad that LeAnn and I 
come to their restaurant. They open the doors for us when we arrive and when we leave. 
They thank us for coming when we enter and wish us a great day when we depart. I can 
hear it now… “they get paid to do that!” Bah! Humbug! 
 

I must be out of my mind to think that all of us Christians place God at the top of our 
priority list when it comes to church attendance, Bible study participation, Sunday school 
attendance and prayer for those in need, in leadership, neighbors, friends, and family. Oh by the way, I am not against camping on 
the week-end, I am just against not including worship in that same camping week-end. 
 

I must be out of my mind to think we would ever allow someone to bring a cup of coffee into the sanctuary! We bring cell phones 
that are still on ring, we bring grocery lists to complete, we rarely bring our Bibles, and many seem to be dozing during the sermon. 
Coffee just may help wake us up so that we can be alert to the movement of the Holy Spirit in Worship! Just a thought! 
 

I must be out of my mind to think that we would ever have cake donuts in the Living Well instead of the glazed donuts that get 
sticky stuff all over my fingers. At least Lloyd got me some Splenda. Thank-you Lloyd!  
 

I must be out of my mind to think I could ever get away with dancing when Doug plays the keyboards in the Living Well Worship 
service. If I did then Ann Haddix would want me to dance to the organ music…and I can’t. Now there’s a visual for you! 
 

I must be out of my mind to expect anyone to read and comment on the Pastors Blogs on our web page. Dan really writes some 
deep and thought provoking stuff and I define Holy Words for all of us. I wish I could draw cartoons! 
 

I must be out of my mind to expect the prayer requests on the back of our attendance slips to be about the personal needs of the 
writer. It seems that we are afraid to ask for prayer for our own needs. Here is how I have prayed for myself: Good morning  
Father, I am angry today and don’t know why, please help me. I don’t want to go to church today but I need to experience your 
love and grace through the music, scripture and sermon. Are you ever going to let me preach again? Did I tick you off or  
something? Why do I have to use hand cleaner before I serve Holy Communion? Nobody can get sick from your body and blood, 
can they?  
 

I must be out of my mind to think that all of us look around on Sunday morning and recognize all those people who have been a 
blessing to us. Just a few of those who bless me each week: (Don’t be mad at me if your name is not listed because it doesn’t mean 
you haven’t blessed me) Kyle, Cheryl Adamson and girls, Bruce & Ann Haddix, Dallas Minton, Bob Ford, Ralph Roller, Ron & 
Carolyn Anderson, Robin Barnett, Angie Bump, The Carnes family, Bob Collins, Mary Jane Cook, Sharon and Dick Douglass,  
Betty Downton, Lois Endris, Ray & Ruth Ellsworth, Albanie Everman, Clyde and Barbara Fields, David Flynn, Kay Goldsberry, 
Steve & Jill Hadley, The Harris family, The Hoffman family, Jackie Horan, Terry Kennedy and family, Joyce McCallister, Gary  
Miller and family, Ken and Sue Parks, Jeff & Regina Riggins and family, Brian Robards and family, Dion and Teri Short and family, 
Carol Smith, Russ and Stephanie Stucky and girls, The Tolliver family, Bob and Thelma Wagner, Matt and Amy Weaver and  
children, Nic and Vic Wilson, Sam and Carolyn Winters, Christian, Carrol, Cayden and Caylan Yav. In each of these cases I can list 
specific blessings each of these people have provided me. 
 

I must be out of my mind to think that each of us goes through the pictorial directory and contemplates the blessings that each 
picture represents to us. Try it this next week and if you are led by the Holy Spirit send one of them a card of appreciation. 
 

I must be out of my mind to believe that God loved me so much that He sent His only begotten Son to die on a beautiful and  
terrible cross to pay the price for my sins…but not only do I believe it, I am confident in that belief, knowing that heaven will be 
my home. 

We are UN-wrapping the true meaning of Christmas 

Virtue:  Generosity—making someone’s day by giving something away 

 

Memory Verse—“Be rich in good deeds…be generous and willing to share.”  

1Timothy 6:18, NIV 

What are you wrapped up in???  Is it all your stuff? Has Christmas become more about 

what we get and less about giving?   

 

This month we will focus on the virtue of Generosity.  We will learn we are not generous 

because we are rich, but we are RICH because we are Generous. 

 

James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 

of the heavenly lights.”  

 

God is the ultimate gift giver.  He showed us generosity by sending us the best gift, Jesus.   

As I write this article I am listening to one of my favorite songs by Crew 1 Group, called 

“Let’s Go” and I believe it shares the message of true generosity.  I would like to share 

just a few lines: 

 

There’s never a right time to get up and live life 

You only got one try  

So take what you’ve been given and 

Make time to turn someone’s day bright 

And change how we live life  

The future’s what we make it so let’s go  

So let’s go ... 

 

So this Christmas get wrapped up in Jesus!! 



December 2011 
Sunday Schedule: 

Middle School Youth 

5pm-6pm 

High School Youth 

6pm-8pm  

Incredible Pizza for our 
Youth Christmas Party 

Fellowship Night with local 
Christian bands 

 Dec 16th 

   8pm-midnight 

“A special ticket price of $15 per  

person, inclusive of a mini-concert, 

pizza buffet, drink, and unlimited 

attractions, such as go-karts,  

bumper cars, mini-golf, bowling, 

and laser tag,”  

12/16- Greenwood Christian Church Band 

Youth are welcome to bring money extra 

money to play games as that is not  

included in the $15. 

 

We will meet at the church at 7:30pm.  

 I will need adults to 

go and help with  

driving.   

 

THANKS!!     

         Cheryl         

Dec 4th- Caroling to shut-ins 

Dec 10th- Jesus Keeps Us Singing/

and Christmas dinner for the whole 

church 

Dec 16th- ALL YOUTH we will  

Celebrate Christmas at Incredible 

Pizza 8pm-12pm 

Dec 18th- Dinner with Devaishers 

for the whole church  

Dec 24th- Christmas Eve Services  

Dec 26th- Trip to Perfect North 

more info to come                                                                                           

Open Prayer Group: We meet every 2nd and 4th Monday 

of  the month at 10:00 a.m. in the church library. We welcome 

and encourage anyone who would like to join us in prayer as 

we pray for our church, community, country, world concerns 

and our youth’s, families’, and friends’ needs.  

pdating Our Database: We are working on updating our database, so if  you have moved, have a change of 

 address, new phone number or your email address has changed or you just got an email address please email 

Barb at info@center-umc.org with your changes. You can also make a note of  those changes on the 

“Attendance Registration” form on Sunday mornings.  Thanks for you help in updating our records! 

  

If your on Facebook, visit Center United Methodist 

Church and click the “Like” button.  It’s a great way to 

share ideas with other church members and to be  

reminded of upcoming events through the occasional  

postings to the page. 

https://www.facebook.com/CenterUnitedMethodistChurch 

Open Prayer Group  

2012 Calendar Schedule 

January 9 January 23 

February 13 February 27 

March 12 March 26 

April 9 April 23 

May 14  

James 5:13-14  
“is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. 

Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 

Is anyone of you sick? He should call the elders 

of the church to pray over him and anoint him 

with oil in the name of the Lord.” 

https://www.facebook.com/CenterUnitedMethodistChurch


 

United Methodist Women 
2011 Meeting Schedule 

UMW  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2011 Financial Statement 

Center United Methodist Church  & The Living Well 

 

General Fund: 

Beginning Balance……………………………$ 46,180.73 

Income…………………………………………….$ 44,394.51 

Expenses………………………………………….(-36,280.00) 

General Fund Balance………………………$ 54,295.24 

Total Designated Funds……………………$ 82,279.07 

Payroll Taxes Payable………………………$    2,191.21 

Total Funds……………………………..………$138,765.52 

Checking Account Balance………………..$ 62,750.27 

Money Market Account……………………$ 76,015.25 

Total Bank Balances…………………………$138,765.52 

Extra principal paid on building fund:  
  

   Great Hall West Epler 

January………………………...$       0.00           $         0.00 

February……………………….$    400.00   $     782.00 

March……………………………$    280.00  $     640.00 

April………………………………$    210.00  $     140.00 

May………………………………$     480.00  $     861.92  

June………………………………$     450.00  $     200.00   

July……………………………….$     200.00  $  2,290.00  

August…………………………..$    300.00  $      375.00 

September…………………….$    200.00         $     390.00 

October………………………...$ 2,200.00  $      475.00 

Mortgage Balance…………$61,115.50        $71,002.23 

 

Please call Treasurer Ken Parks with questions at  

(317) 888-8292. 

Christmas Luncheon 

December 14 

11:17 am 

Shirley Kennedy 

United Methodist Women  

Christmas Luncheon 

Wednesday, December 14 at 11:17 a.m. 

Cost: $5.00 plus an item for Hunger Inc. 

Featuring: Steve Jeffris, Local Entertainer 

Missions Night/Soup Cook Off:  

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, 

December 18 at 5:30 p.m.. Len and 

Laura Devaisher will be sharing stories 

from Africa, we 

will also be hav-

ing a soup cook-off evening meal, even 

with judges. Please mark you calendar 

now to attend! 

Attention Seamstresses of all levels (or 

wannabes):  We, at CUMC, have another 

Outreach opportunity. Have you heard 

about “Little Dresses for Africa” (a.k.a Pil-

lowcase Dresses)? They are simple little 

dresses made out of pillowcases (new or 

gently used), or  

other fabric, for little girls in Africa. There will be a display of 

some of the dresses we’ve made in early  

December. Watch the bulletin for details of the display, or call 

Connie Minton at 902-5960 or Ruth Ellsworth at 782-9851 for 

more information and or a pattern. 

Parents Night Out is scheduled for Saturday, December 9 at 

6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Please RSVP to Bruce Burgdoff at 

784-0852 and let him know if you are coming. We need to 

know how many will be participating. 

December Highlights 

 

December 4, 1:00 p.m.  

Caroling to Shut-Ins 

 

                         December 10, 7:00 p.m. 

         Jesus Keeps Me Singing 

 

December 18, 5:30 p.m.  

Missions Night & Soup Cook Off 
Len and Laura Devaisher will be sharing stories from Africa 

 

                                 December 23,  
    High School Girls, Christmas Cookies at Cheryl’s house 

 

December 24, Christmas Eve 

 

4:30 p.m. Family Service 

Great Hall 

3:45-4:15 p.m. Communion in  

Sanctuary for Family 

 

11:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service 

Sanctuary  

10:15-10:45 Communion in the Great 

Hall for Traditional Service 



December Sermon Planning 

 

4 Part Advent Series: Interpreting the Signs. What are we looking for as signs from 

God, and what does the Nativity story tell us about God? November (27) December 

(4/11/18) 

 

 

December 4 (Communion) 

      Scriptures: 

Responsive Scripture Reading:  Psalm 25:6-12 

Second Scripture Reading: Micah 5:1-5a 

Second Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-17 

      Sermon: What Is The Stable? 

 

December 11 

      Scriptures:  

Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 25:1-5 

Second Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:17-23 

Second Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:6-7 

      Sermon: What Child Is This? 

 

December 18 

      Scriptures: 

Responsive Scripture Reading: Isaiah 52:6-9 

Second Scripture Reading: Isaiah 61:1-9 

Second Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-23 

      Sermon: What Message Is This?  

 

Christmas Sunday, December 25 

      Scriptures:   

Responsive Scripture Reading: Psalm 24:6-10 

Second Scripture Reading: Haggai 2:1-9 

The December newsletter 
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PLEASE DO NOT DELAY DELIVERY 

December 25  

But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all people. 

Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; He is Christ the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you; You will find 

a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 


